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Roma is just
the job when
it comesto
[talian food

Rosa
Mary Siraet

Sundiariand

When in Boma - you can ex-
peet awarm weleome what-
ever the weather.

On a nippy February
evening, the warm glow of
thischirpy [talian restaurant
grected uswith open arms.

It's a consistent charm
that's helped to make Roma
perennially popular with
those after a classie [talian
dish.

Inside, the colour paletie
of rich reds and terracotta
and wine bottles-turned-
ornaments, coupled with
exposed brickwork, is remi-
niseent of a friendly [talian
yvou eould have stumbled
across in the back streets of
Home,

And the menu is as yvou
would expeet from a restau-
rant of that ilk. All the usual
[talian suspects are there:
pizza, pasta, risoltos, chick-
en and steak dishes,

The inclusion of fajitas
from Mexico seems a little
incongruous but, what the
heek, thisisaninformal place
for an informal night out.

Vigit during happy hour,
which runs every day from
noon to 7pm, and you can
pick up bargain oplions,
withstarters priced at £3.95
and pizzas and pastas for
£5.05.

You can pick "n' mix
though and [ chose a start-
er from Lhe a la carte menu

mozzarella wrapped in
Parma ham (£5.95), which
was served as two melt-in-
the-mouth parcels of tight-
ly-packed flavour,

For mains [ chose a hap-
py hour steak, which you
can pick up for less than a
Lenner,

The pepe version comes
as a huge fillet steak which
was smothered in a rich
sauce of mustard, pepper-
corn, eream and brandy. It
would have been prefera-
ble to have the sauce served
separately soyou canflavour
as yvou go, butl you certainly
can'tquibble about the price
and size, which alzoineludes
aside portionofchips orveg-
elables,

Hats ofTto the stafl, vou'll
be hard pushed to find &
friendlier bunch in the city.

In & city awash with Ital-
ian restaurants, Roma's
reputation wasn't built in
a day, bul you can see what
keeps people coming back
for more.

Katy Wheeler

Insida the City Tavern.

Tudor tavern offers
a bounty of dishes

CrTY TAVERN
KorthumbariandRced
Naecastie

*Have you seen all that food
forjust twogirls?" exelaimed
onenon-disereel diner as she
passed our table,

In her defence, we'd end-
ed up with quite the spread
on our table after underesti-
mating the portionsize at City
Tavern.

I blame the Feasonable
prices. At £7.95 for an an-
Lipasto plank, we assumed
wie'd get a few slivers of cured
meat cachand a few hunks of
bread, not the bounty we re-
ceived which, along with our
other dishes, made us look
like ladies who lunch - a lot!

Alongside the meat plat-
Ler - a board also laden with
goats’ cheese and rocket sal-
ad, & huge mound of olives
and bread - we'd chosen the
cheese platter (£8.95 for one
person or £11.95 for two), the
pulled pork sliders (E11.95 for
two people] and aside portion
of chilli cheese chips.

Though the cheese plat-
Ler was only meant for one
person, it too had enough
for two people and offered
a good selection of farm and
blue cheese with pateakes,
plenty of grapes and a tangy
chutney to add a kick to the
procesdings.

Though the platters gave
them a good run for their
rrvarer 1 weae Phe ralled ook

W Orie of Newcasthe's oldest pubs
wihich has gone back to its most
well-known name, City Tavern,
afterarefurbishmentin 2014,

Dog-friendly and close to a Metro
station.
RATINGS OUT OF FIVE:

Food * 5
Atmosphere * 4
Service * &
Valua * 5

sliders which stole the show.
Brioche buns are all the rage
these days, but Lo give them
their due, their sweelness
works perfeetly with that
other menu feature ofthe mo-
menl: pulled pork.

The moundsof pulled pork
wereindangerofescaping the
brioche but a handy cocktail
stick, topped with a rasher-
like shaving of gherkin, keptit
all together in style and made
it easy to devour. More Len-
der and less greasy than oth-
er versions of this digh ['ve
had, they were the only menu
choiece we managed to finish.

We were defeated by our
haul. And that was just from
the bar bait menu. There's a
more substantial main menu

“Its mock Tudor
facade helps it stand
out from the crowd”

KATY WHEELER

boasting pies, fish and chips
and other hearty tummy-fill-
EEE.

Meweastle can be an em-
barrassment ofriches whenit
comes Lo choosing a place for
luneh, but City Tavern offers
something a litile different
from the chain restaurants.

Just off the main drag of
Northumberland Steeet, a
stone's throw from Haymar-
ket Metro station, ils moek
Tudor facade helps it stand
oul from the erowd and gives
it acharacter all of its own.

The interior is a mish
mash of styles, with a blend
ofindustrial and shabby chie.
But it works.

[0 keeping with the infor-
mal feel, it's even dog-friend-
Iy for people with four-legged
friends. Thisismore ofa place
to while away the hours over
a cask ale, as opposed Lo the
more neon-lit seream-to-be-
heard bars in Mewcastle,

Alocal pubwith aeity cen-
trelocation.

Kate Wheeler



