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CITY TAVERN, NEWCASTLE

WHERE 15 IT? City Tavern, Northumberiand Road, Newcastle, NE1 BJF
Tel: 0191 232 1308, www.citytavern.co.uk

Just off Northumberland Street, one of the country’s busiest shopping
streets, opposite Newcastle's largest multi-storey car park, and yards

from the City Hall. The completely transformed, 1872-vintage building

Being dog-friendly in the city centre
has been a phenomenal success

The City Tavern has been open for exactly a year and the staff have
since worked hard to earn a place among Newcastle's top pubs.
Immediately stylish, it also manages to fend off any preconcdived
ideas of exclusiveness. It's friendly, embracing and welcoming.

The transformation from its previous pub life has been described by Simon
Theakston, chairman of family brewer T&R Theakston, as “the best pub
refurbishment | have ever seen’, which isn't a bad comment to have on your CV.

The internal finishes — timber and brick = are traditional, with a not so much
a twist but a full plait. Beams, girders, cabling and piping have to be there for the
place to function so why not make a feature of them = plus that way they're so
obvious they're almost invisible. Framed photographs featuring people enjoying
themselves are important too, and also add to the ambience. And being dog-
friendly in the city centre has been a phenomenal success, atfracting customers
who have dogs and people who don't have dogs but appreciate a place - like a
country pub — that accepts them gladly.

The main bar is impressive enough, but regulars enjoy saying: “Have you
been upstairs? Upstairs is little short of amazing. ts cleverly designed areas can
be simultanecusly intimate or all-inclusive and it's also licenced for marriages,
accommodating parties of up to 60. Bookings for private and corporate events
already.stretch into 2016. An open kitchen adds to the theatre of presentation
and an outside terrace with comfortable seating is a treat for smokers.
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(remodelled in 1923) was for several years known as LYH.
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Eight handpulls with plans
for twe more to reflect local
provenance. Popular house
ales City Tavern Ale and
Bar Hound Ale brewed by
Caledonian and Theakstons
- light and quaffing or
copper-hued with a touch
of malt Whisky and gin

are specialities while there
are plenty of water bowls
and doggy treats for four-
legged companions.
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Hearty, home-cooked and
popular with shoppers and
families, the daily menu
ranges from steamed mussels
with chunky bread through
wild mushroom, pea and leek
risotto to steak and ale pie.
Sunday lunches offer not only
a choice of Northumbrian
lopside beet, slow-roast rare
breed pork or roast chicken
breast, but fish and chips,
hamburger and sausages.



